ALTERNATIVE TO WINDOWS

A safe way to try out Ubuntu


There's an easy and safe way to try out Ubuntu without making a commitment or over writing any data on your old PC. We'll show you how to make a bootable USB stick and run the operating system from there. You’ll need a working computer for this plus a USB stick of 4GB or larger that you don’t mind being wiped and access to the internet. We’re assuming you're running Windows.

1. First you’ll need to install Rufus, an application that creates bootable USB drives. Go to rufus.ie/en and scroll down to Download where you'll find the latest version, which at the time of writing is 3.20.  Click Rufus 3.20. If an ad pops up, ignore or close it in the bottom-left of your screen, you'll see your downloaded rufus-3.20.exe file. Click the file to install it. Click Yes>Yes. It will automatically open.

2. Go to the Ubuntu website ubuntu.com/download/desktop. Click the green Download button next to Ubuntu 22.04 LTS. If you’re doing this in 2023 then new versions may have been released. Be warned that, at 3.6GB, it's a rather large file and may take some time.

3. Insert your USB drive and, in Rufus, choose it under Device. Once your Ubuntu ISO file has finished downloading, choose Disc or ISO image (please select) under 'Boot selection', and click the Select button. Navigate to your downloaded Ubuntu file in the Explorer window that appears, select it and click Open. Leave the other settings as they are


4.  Click START. You may immediately get a pop-up message about an ISOHybrid image. Choose the recommended option and click OK. You'll be warned about all data on the stick being destroyed - click OK if you want to proceed. Copying the files took us around 15 minutes, and when it's finished Rufus will display a green READY bar and prompt you to start again. Click Close.

5. Plug the USB stick into the computer you want to try Ubuntu on. It might be the same one you're using, so shut it down first. Switch on the PC and it will probably boot into Windows. This is because every PC has a boot order determined in its BIOS settings, which you access by pressing a particular key during setup. This key varies, but is often Del or F2. (In Windows 10 and 11, go to Settings > Update & Security (System in Windows 11) > Recovery > Advanced startup > Use a device > USB.)

6. This part varies greatly by manufacturer, but for older versions of Windows there will be a choice of boot orders on the next screen. You want to put your USB stick at the front of the order - many times this is just drag and drop. Write down what you did so you can revert your changes later if you want. With the USB stick ahead of the internal storage in the boot order, save and exit.
7. Switch on again. It may take time, as USB drives are often slow, but eventually you should see a text page offering you some choices. The top, which is automatically chosen after a 25-second countdown, is to Try or Install Ubuntu. Choose it, and later you'll see a more graphical screen offering the choice to try or install - - choose Try Ubuntu (do not select 'Install Ubuntu'.)
8.  Wait a moment. You'll see some text on the screen, but eventually the Ubuntu desktop should appear, with the dock, a Home folder, and an app to install Ubuntu properly if you want to. This fully functional operating system allows you to try out the main functions of Ubuntu without affecting your main PC. When finished, from the top-right menu, choose Power Off> Power Off and remove USB stick.


